25X1
Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000400100036-9

Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000400100036-9



Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000400100036-9

Confidential
SITMFF NOTES:
Soviet Union
Eastern Europe
State Dept. review completed
Confidential
171

October 2, 1975
No. 0764/75

Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000400100036-9



25X1 Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000400100036-9

Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000400100036-9



Approved For Release 20(9%&'] HXZ-QBBE&IBOGOSROOMOM00036-9

SOVIET JNION - EASTERN EUROPE

This publication is preparad for roglonal sp.aclalists in the Washington com-
munity by tha USSR - Eastorn Europe Division, Offico of Currant Intel-
ligonce, with occasional contributions from olhor offives within the
Diractorato of Intalligence. Commants and queries are wolcomo. Thaey should
bo directed to the authors of the individual articles,
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Mogcow's Commentary on China's National Doy

Mogcow's treatment of Chincse National bDay has
followed the pattorn of recent yecars. The Soviot
governmant, but not the party, sent standard felicita-
tions to the Chinesn, and the same Soviet officials
turned up 1t the Chincse reception in Moscow as at-

. tonded last year. Pravda and Isvestia carriol prosc
commentaries strongly criticizing the Chinecse and
Mao, but also oxpressed the usual sentiments that
onc day relations botween the two countries will
get better.

The national day coverage fails to convey any
new gsense of direction or imperative to Moocow's
polemical campaign against China that began in a
long article in the mid-August issue of the party's
theoretical journal Kommuniat. The article ig
cssentially a rehash of this year's Soviet criticism
of Maoist domestic and foreign policies.

Subsequent Soviet commentary on the Water Margin
issue has betraycd Moscow's interest in what it re-
gards as evidence of politicking and perhaps aven
pro-Soviet sentiment in China. The head of the
Chinese desk in the Institute of Oriental Studies
recently went so far as Lo publicly, and explicitly,
asscrt that there scem to be pro-Soviet forces in
China who are arquing for a change in China's for-
cign policy. 25X1
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Soviuts Chastine Wostern Allies on Berlin

The Soviets took an unusual swipe at tha three
Westorn silgnatorles of the Berlin agreement in a
Pravda article on Octobor 1. 'They charged that Lthe
Western powers had failed to reply to a Soviet pro-
tost and had displayed an unscemly rcadinese to "run
to the aid" of West German and West Berlin officialsn
who engage in activitics that violate the Derlin
agreement.

Pravda was taking exception to a mecting of
Wost German state interior ministers that was held
in West Berlin on September 19. The Soviots arquad
that the meeting was in "direct contradiction" to
the part of the Berlin agreement stating West Berlin
is not a constituent part of West Germany. The So-
viets have routinely criticized West German actions
in West Berlin, but usually they cxempt the three
Western powers from their protests.

The Soviets may have made an exception thin
time because the three Western powers regsponded to
their official protest only through an oral state-
ment by a French political adviser. 'The Soviots
may be concerned that this proccdure will become
the standard way for the West to respond to Soviet
ccmplairits rather than the previous prolenged diplo-
matic interchange.

The publication of the Soviet article was prob-
ably delayed until West German opposition leader
Helmut Kohl had left Moscow. The Soviets would not
want to further antagonire Kohl, who had already
recacted strongly to a Pravda commentarv cxiticizina
West German Christian Social Union leader Franz
Josef Strauss. The Sovicts nevertheless wanted to
make it clear to the West Gormans that there had
been nn change in their attitude toward Berlin issues.
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Pravda $ayn Soviet Philosophers
Lag DBehind foday Tn “Tanks

A Pravda editorial article on fGeptembor 19
criticizen tho ntate of affalrs in Soviet philosophy
and particularly the work of the Inntitute of
Philosophy. Summarizing the "substantial short-
comingu" of the philosephers, I'ravda cites the poor
work being done both on cardinal problems of dia-
lectical and historical materialiocm and on quenticnn
arising from contamporary social developmants. its
astatement that the "Central Committee hao spacified
thoe main direction of the Institute of Philosophy'n
activity" suggests that a party resolutlon may have
baen insued on the subject.

In its instructions and criticisms, the article
geems to senk a balance between the positions of
1iberals and conpservatives in tha finlds of ideoloqy
and social science. These two factions have for
yoars been fighting a seegaw battle, with the con-
servatives generally coming out ahead in the ond,
Against this background, the Proavd: dezlaration is
a plus for pregressives.

On the Liberal Side

Prapda accepts the fact that socially oriented
disciplines have "become relatively more indepeond-
ent" of the study of historical materialism and
that. indced, "the sphere of concrete socioloaqical
research has 'split off'." The importance of these
disciplines is recognized in the call for more
creative resegarch, especially on real problems of
social develspment. Conservativen are the main
target of than article's condemnation of people who
claim a monopoly of wisdom, manifest "cliquinhness,”
and engage in "groundlessly scathing” criticion,

. which frecezes thought and is useful only for incom-
petents,
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On_Lhe Conaerval jve Side

Pravda reaffirms the role of dialastical mata-
rialism an tho theoretical and methodological founda=
tion of philonophy and all sciences. It BUqgantn
that. "a carta.s ontflow of specialints to tha more
concrs te sactoras of sociological knowlaedge" han
unjustdfiably veakennd work on qgeneral problems of
Kirtorical materialism., "ldeological and method-
ological dpinalansnann snd the erosfon of principlea®
are, nf cournea, condemned,

The main purpone of the article, howeveor, in
not. to axpound on the dangers of npecialintn atray-
ing from idanlogical principles, Rather, {t is to
place responsibility on the devaloporn of dialectical
and historical materialism to incorporate the newer
digciplines in the univernal aystem of knowledqgn
and thus to leqgqitimize them and make them usable,
According to I'rosdy, "the party directs Soviet
philosophers to prapara conceptual workn develop-
ing historical materialiasm as both a neneral so-
cinlogical theory and sncial philosophical knowledqge,®

Three organizational tosks are get for phi-
losophers: 1) To increase Lhe proportion of funda-
mental research, which uncovers neow patteras and
trends and generalizes theoretical and facvual ma-
terial accumulated by science. (Amont other things,
this requires preliminary experimental renearch,
the advance of promining {deas, and analvais of
wotld literature.) 2) To pool the afforta of
sclentists with different specialtien. 3) To im-
prove research linkod with the practice of admin-
futering aociety, that in, the "study of the real
formn and trends of nocial development and the
forecanting of the consequencen of a particular
meanurao, "
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The article In Pranda clearly springs from the
party'n porcoption of nterility in the ideoloqgical
nphore and of the need to utilize modorn advancen
In noclal selencen in the governing of a more mature
nocloty. The ilssuance of such a programmatic ntate-

. mont, after years of vaclllation, may have been
triggeraed by the approaching party conqrens next
Fobruary., HNeed for modernization in the social

. ncinhnces hag undoubteodly beon brought homa by the
nroeant. of fort to formulate cconomic and nocial
dove fopmont plans for 1976-80 and 1976-90,

On the othor hand, the party does not have in
mind a revolution In the nocial sciencen, and the
Pravda article doos not appear definitive enouqh to
st1ll the battle between congervatives and progres-
gives. The statement does sugqgest that the latter's
influence and opportunitiecs will expand somewhat
and that nome new steps will be tried, such as the
recent opening of a managemont ochool for under-
graduates in lMoscow., ['rarvda’s comment on the ne-
cespity of correctly selecting leaders and staffs
for the outlined tasks suggests some poersonnel
changes are in store, but the turnover may be no
greater than that which has accompanied tha disputes
and infighting in the field in recent years,

The fact that no Soviets attended a conference
of Warsaw Pact idecologists and philosophers at
Wisla, Poland, September 23-29, has been cited as
ovidence of the unscttling effcct of the Fravda
article on Soviet philosophers. Thin may or may
not be true., We have y2t to receive renorts on the
wrnonal reactions nf gocial scientists in Moscow.
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Bapt-Wast Garmany Reach Tentativae
Agreement in Transit ‘Ualkas

The US cmbassy in East Berlin reports that Bonn
and East Borlin recached a tentative agreement on
Borlin transit route ncegotiations during their re-
cent bilateral talks. The Federal Republic will in-
croaso its annual iump-sum payment for transit route
usage, while East Germany has reportedly agroed to
improve rail and road connections to and from Berlin.
Tne annual transit payment includes visa fees, road=-
ugse taxes, ond vchicle taxes that the West Germans
pay East Germany for overland travel to Berlin.

Guenter Gaus, the West German representative
in East Berlin, is currently negotiating details
of a tentative agreement on the payment issue reachad
by special representatives of the two Germanies at
Helsinki. Both gides had reportedly agreed that
the annual lump sum payment was to be increased to
400 million marks. The present annual payment of
234.9 million marks was cstablished in December
1971.

Partial information on the results of these
ncgotiations has already been made public. Hamburg
radic of Scptember 30th also carried a brief state-
ment by Gaus announcing that East Germany had in-
dicated, for the first time, that it would pay part
of the costs for expansion of transit roads to and
from Berlin, He also said that estimates for
various planned traffic improvements and the pro-
portions of these costs had been discusgsed.

A possible snag in the negotiations may arise
over the Teltow Canal. West Perlin officials are
to meet in East Berlin next week to beqin negotia=-
tions and to "conciude necessary agreements." An
East German Forecign Office official recently stated
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that Fast Germany could not accept the Federal Re-
public as a negotiating partner on the cunal issue.
During his meeting on September 30, Gaus was expected
to inform the East Germans that Bonn was the primary
negotiator for the canal and that West Berlin would
) handle only "technical aspects." The chances are 25X1
' that while the West Berlin Senat may open the talks,
the Federal Republic wili enter the plcture after a
compromigse with tne East Germans is reached, | l
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